sufficiently rational to recommend itself, and sufficiently Alexandrian to recommend the Nicene Creed. Under the seductive guidance of a philosopher, who appealed to his reason, he found himself accepting doctrines for which a blind submission had been demanded. The Platonic and Nee-Platonic ideas were, it must be remembered, brought before him by Christians, in a Christian atmosphere. He saw them only as stepping-stones across the river that divided his mind from the Church. He now found himself, intellectually, on the very threshold of Christian theology. He had gathered the ideas which he afterwards develops with so much ingenuity in his philosophic works.1 He remains a Platonist throughout life. His early works are full of generous admiration for those who saved him from what he regarded as the bondage of material-
1 In order to complete the present matter let me add that C. Frick (in his Die Quellen Augustins} assigns as the Latin sources of his learning, Varro, Cicero, Seneca, Aulus Gellius, and Apuleius, and for history chiefly Josephus a'nd Pompeius Trogus.ath for him which he had never seen before.rks great thoughtsPhasdrus, Republic, and Gorgias;
